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From: COI"lfttander lir Foree, 
To: Cbie! ot Naval Opera 

4- 56 conccrnil;s F9F - 5 BUNO 125996 
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Viae (l) Chief, Bureau of AeJ~~.J.U:J[..l. 
(2) Dir ctor, U. s . 

} 
(Aer-512) 

Subj: VMF- 3ll 

1 . Forvarded, coscurrins .in 
lireraft. Aecidmt Boar<l, end 
aenta . 

Copy t.o: 
NAVAVSAFCEU (2)(Urma1l) 
ere (Code .uP) 
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CG, lrd MlV 
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SPEC L\L HIJI>LOO REQUIRED IN 
J.CCCIID.AK:E WITH PART VII 
OPNJ.VINSTR J750.6B 

, . FFl.)-5 
111:jr o 
1.25-1 
2 JA 57 

FOtmB ~tn' on VW-Jll llR ~: .. ~·-..;,u co~orni..ne F9F- 51 12f996 
accident occurring 6 Dece.tlber 1956, D..U 

h oc : 
To: 
Via: 

f: 
. Co.z:cnnding Genor al., Aircrc.tt, .JPloet Merino For ce , Pe.ci!'i o 
Cbio! o! Navo.l. Oporotions ( ~?} 
{1) Connondor Air Foree , Poo!fic Floet 
(2} Director, U. s. Naval. A~tibn Safety Contor 

1. l'orvardod conc111Ting with the m~rt. e.nd tho endor sooent s . 

CoPJ t o1 
tBI&YAft.Sat'Cen (2) 
au.r (Aer-51.2) 
Cl£ (.uP) 
CUChant 
CcJnA1p,. I 

CG 1ft ltJIIDh-
ua~, L. 1. co, )1"4-
cb, .... ,, 
co, YW•lll 



SPECIAL H. N~LI.G n~UIRZD 
iri accordence rlth Part VII 
ot OPN.V INST )75P. 6B 

T"!IRD ~:ro:ts .:~ J• T on V!:F-)11 
SuNo 12$996, accident occ 

)l: JL'N : r ec 

DEC 26 1956 

scr 4-56 concerning F9F- S 
6 December 1>5~ , pilot DtY 

From: CommBnding General, r ine •1r cr f~ li ng 
To: Chief of l~aval Ope s ( Op- 57) 
Vie: ( 1) Cornmandin~ Jene ! ircraft , Fleet :~rinc terce, 

P£cific · 
(2} Commander , .ir rc~e{l r~cific Fl aot 
(3) Direct or, U. o.J • 'ava ,.viation Safet y Cen~ er 

Subj: ::ajor . ~rcraft . c 
onant David L. D!.Y 

' ces e of First ).icut-
JS. C 

1 • . fo~arded c~ncurr1rt6 irt e. 9pinions, conclusions and 
recoamend~t 1 ( 0S of the . ir r~ ft .ccidcnt Bo2r d r eport and' 
ondor s crJon c. s . 

Copi es to : 
3u. er ( : er- 512) . 
Cll:(. :.P ) 
CinCPacF1t 
Coa/ irPac 
CG 1atUarDiv 
USNaYSatcen ( 2) 
Bf~ Bethpage, L. I . 
Cll H.' G-)) 
00 V' :7- )11 
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Sl1o~l \L J!".HnU ·o '1 H FF14/M.~ JJ 
~ .. :rr Vll o: K.VINST 3750. 18 . 5-J:~inU: ·t.r 

• • : I • 2'1 E c 1956 
SEnor:O EI'OOR:i•.J'El'T en Vl1-lll ... ..R sur 4-S6 ccnc~.:rriins F9F-5 8~10 125996, 

. • Accid6n~ gccurrin; 6 Dec~r 1956, f'ilot D;.Y . 

Fr""' 
lO l 
iru 
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Vn. . -. 

r 
Subj: rt, Ct\SO or First Li.out«<cnt ::hvi~ L. 

1 . P'orwlr::ie1, Ccncurr-w Wiib tho c nnclusicr.s .lVld roe '81'\ '.l.'\tiana ()r 
the l.ircratt :.cc11ent B an1 t ho 4lld rea::ont th .. rato auhjvet t~ the 
t oll Mnt~ CCM" t.n ~a • • . . 
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. l • For.torded concurring vttb 
Aircr rt Accident Poord 

JT1J,/WF-Jll 
• 3 cHLLsdlh 
A25 
15 Deccmoor 19.56 

125~ , 

Pacific 
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P\Rf V • 1"--e Ac:ctdent . 

a . Drl 6 Deeember 1956 L; J .Y "J\ls r ope .. lv s cheduled ! or 
a close air aupoo~t flight in Pendlet~n a re • .F .. io~ t o t ho 
bri.ering t he a cheduled fl ight l -. C'Ulcell ed and t l:tA lllt er nate 
n l ~t l eftder e ondltcted h8 brielq knd 1 ~~ rl g"1t . The f li ht 
\las routine fl'r ...., !iC.'\.'I.S H:>jaTe untU arr1rlng in thf'! Cllll"n p,.fYi l,.t on a r -e-a . 
t p->n ren~rting i n t o tllo Tac tioill ' •lr Control C-nter (T,\CC) , t~ fl i ht 
W1s assigned t~ rnis 1->n of m~~ ai~~ted st~~"in~ snd n3~ nttacYs 
on 1\ truck c onvoy .1r. t ho ormo ~t \TOll . The ~"11 M then descendod 
thro•J~h a ~"r"'e holo in t '1e oTerOII:st to n lti t u1c or: "'000 r eot ~ 
proceeded t o t 'l ~~e t 11e tt1.ck \ns e~onc • .\ "•e .. s cTe!"nl 
stmul~ ted '\tt 1cks, I. ~}~ e oumber t \1') m:tn in the tH,;~t ) 
r e perted th., res~n-. o ng-e :W'" troo.,s n t he nMr v c1n1 ty of t '"o 
c ()n-ror .OJ)tf t.'1e !lie; , ,looder c ro d t '1o .tl• £r:1t to 111.~ko s i!Wla tad 'ttaclcs 
on t~em. · On the ~"ou ~h att1 o~ ~.D LY's l~n did not clen .. t~e hill 
( elevat~ .,n o/'1'\ ! co t ) r- ntered i n • tar at rea but. coll1!l"C! wit~ t ie 
c roun:i At th" bott o his 01tl ou , I .l ... tfJly -. f't c .. l ... on .. t ~·,e air crn t 
s tarted r .:toid d is1r• t.~ tion, s' :1 into t~o ~~r ~trl uoon Sf"eond i '"' c+ 
burst into .flft.mc s . 1> .. i ng this r th~ i'lirc"'3f' t , or P.."rts fro it

1 
a tr, ck an" ldll-.A t •o m:\ ... inos on ~ g--?urrl nd &"'.riousl v ihj 1r ed "lnotl-te,. . 
Tio ~ jor ~rts of t~o a irc ~t · ~f~cbr s contlnuo~ on tor somo diat , neo 
b~~ tlor 1/!.. milo) nnd c tiO ~-3st ,t t~e oositions sho·.m in 
oncb suru (ll ) . 

"'· T; "' a i rcraft sush i e~r~n d'lmn~ duo t t~ ... high i 'lml Ct r ore"s 
nd s ubsoauent ~ir . Fir st·eonthot vtt h t~o p,rbund ~s " ' do b,y tho rotr~etod 

tltU :s'·ag r1.th t!n n ' r~' ... , ft in P,~ .,. h lrh , •ln~rs lev 1 1ttl udc . The s''"i 
cut . 'l "urr"\'ll 1.n ~ho rurlv ~nr ck'ed soil f or t~lrtv-nin:- feet t!> a dooth 
of thr t o rtvo incb~s . 

b. During t '1' s t~ .... o the ftJa~l~ "'o ,t 'lil s ect• on w~s .:tlso tn C""nt'lct ·ritb 
th ground ~ore s•Jn ll pl oe os or • •:r fn c' ! nd s l·in r o torn f'r~ t ':lo u.bder ­
sld~ or t ~o ~ire~rt. 

o. ThA lnltt~ · con~et rot~tod t 'li~o ... ~~t to " l~vol or eli tly 
n~•~ dOwn attitude !or ~ subs ~ ~ ~p1c 1~icn runtur~ ·~o ruol cells. 
It ~• • 1, but oould not ~ 4o"t.n1. ly os ~~lis~~ , th t tho ~ ircreft 
loft tbo ,..uad ~ thb i!llt)'lit ~o it burst int o flamwa. 

cl. Sta. tho ~!'Oft ,.)IIIK)(U,i~GIJ"·. A f't;.Qr t 0 1.nit .,1 U,~ct point \1 \ S :\ 

.t~ ·utd wa bare ot 'f' nti t 'l, .. ' soil h'\d boe n dlst1.arb.d ¢on-
dd~ - tl'wtW 8!P!lboacl 1.n IIOSt Cl S CS t~O"O \1:\S M ':f Of 
41ft~ tho\bor tt,o ~~ - a vcre c \Usod b-• troOPs o~ by tho 
... ft. 



dot or.ined preo1aolv whero ~jor on of t~ ~irc~rt oecurod . 
T:,o ~ •rlnlt, th .. r :-tina of t il '\ , , a :;n.t ( lrned but ~~d not 
tirod) :'lnd . t '\U aoet.ton st r nclc t~o cr st of 'l r t.d o runni n• do·m-
Vlrd t o th~ le~t :tnd per ndicul t o t he de04.11or'lthn D:"lth 1nd ttr.blod 
ov~r tho ero1t ieto a r:'\vtno, t~o ·t~rbolrd ~1ng eontinuod on rer a~ 
dist~nco. Tb ... "'U ot '• bodv ac,.,.,mtod r ... on t~o H 'l t 'ln'~ c'lr" to rest t o 
t ho l ort or this 11i ng. B vond t l ':Oint t n~r•no s t ruclr til" "l"ound, 
:'\nd t t.rbl e-1 down t•,o hill t o th... l • ft or t., doeol r n tion "''lt h . Tho 
outer eo'lti~ of t~o ru 1 eLl 1 "- ,i ,.ound l •i -..r on 'llong rlth t'lo noso 
~~~1 s trut, .t ' o J\RC. 2? :uri t~o er:'\ft btlt tery. 

~VII . T;~ Inv ~ttg~ ttpn. 

a. Tio tnv · st• ... ti~n rJv~'lld6 t~o folio~1ng: 

{l)·Lt D\Y '~ fltP.bt 

in) '!'ot. 1 fl !r:ht t t . • • • • • • • 
b) Tot" J F91-2/5 t!{· • • .- • • • 
o) Tot l J'QF-2/S t lfl l"'et 90 d ... rs • 

(d) T?t; 1 F9F-2/5 t~ hat Jn d'lys • 
(o} No r ocord of • ~ ~cctdonts . 

. • • • 47S. 4 
• • •• ~ 1?0. 1 . . . . . ~.2 

43. 0 

(2) ~. \lonthor o. t the t~ o~ t'1 ~ ~cei~"'nt \IU r nort~ by Pilots 
t o be bro

1
• n cloude vtth b --s os \ t' J, 510 f t iaUc t~, visibility 1 5 mile s 

or bott"r. Pilots r eports or t h• ~:\t"tor l t t'•o 1c •no of t 'lt" 'lecidont ~ro . . 
oonsidor od t o bo ~ee~to. 

()) Tho ilot h"'~ 1pnroxbl~t lly ~ tx 'lours r ost 1nd sl "'0 t'1o 'Or o. 
vi?us ntfeht " trl h·d n<;)t C""JlS\ftC'd '1ftV :'\lcoh?He bovoM~os d'.f!"i.n t ho ov ninR. 
Ho h1.d :\n :ldoqu'lt o bi-o!l'd':let bo~'ot-o t o tl!Rht • 

. 
(4) Tho pilot \1:\a "ro.'Xl-~eeh~ulod "\nd bri l"4"od ror this li_ght .,nd 

h~d tloim ehht closo '\1r sunnorl' ~t~- s"ne 1 H v oor 1956. 

(5) The .tH«ttt v 's not ~llod by :uv o•JM 'f"'nc"7 such 1s·" 
fON ".vod '\1 .. OOftti"'llor btlt wea d_to ~ttnok t his ,t rrr"'t b)' t bo T 9 tic"\l 
1- Colltrol Cantor. 

r cord or t ho 'lirer rlft th'l.t h'!d l'\Y 



' · rho ~ilot's flight r 
t~ .fly th missi on "l:taign~ . 

. 
lJll~ot :tt :'lP"'rO~l.tol• • )00 root fr~ 

• ,''d e~ntinuod on in the sv.to ftr,oction • 

, . ·'t :\~xlaltoly <0.) r Od: ~om J"int or i"'ln'\ot tho ~ ircr1ft struck 
'l nd ldllcd tvo mrinos 'lM sor io·t•li i njurod , third 
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Jllit ..,. le • tnt nil erodible • 
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cent or First Li eutenant 
accident involving 
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Statement• of First 
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Con5lderer! 
account ,r 
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State111l'lt ~r Seeood Lil:ut. n~~nt 
oc 1d nt 1nvol v1ng FQF-S, P\; 



St8teunt of S a'tt Sor gcer.t 
ecctdar.t involVing F9f'-5 , ~u 



tat nt of Sooond Liou 
1d<Jnt 1n-volvtr~ 1'9P'-5, 



Stot~mcr.t of St off Serg~n 
~ccidont 1r.vclv1~ F9F- 5, 

Conaid&Nd a tru end er ciible 
eccount or ~ 



accident Involving F9F-



Ste cer.t of Teehnieol ~ rg~~ 
ooanerntng 
pilot D:J 
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